To: Will Thompson and CAS Curriculum Committee

From Sub-Committee on BA/BS Requirements
Re: BA/BS Requirement Recommendations
Date: 18 April 2007
Background: The purpose of the College of Arts and Sciences (#1 from the undergraduate catalogue) is to offer a strong liberal arts program designed to help the students prepare themselves for life by acquiring the means and desire to continue the processes of intellectual development and character formation throughout their lives.
In a historical context, it was the traditional Liberal Arts and Sciences education that has distinguished the BA and BS degrees from ‘professional’ degrees. However, a more recent development – the General Education requirements – has imposed these Liberal Arts and Sciences requirements on the professional degrees, thereby blurring the original distinction. Therefore, the Sub-Committee on BA/BS Requirements has tried to focus its recommendations around the following general points:
1. GenEd plus BA/BS requirements should promote breadth in traditional Liberal Arts and Sciences areas. Depth, on the other hand, including specific upper division requirements, should be left to the major program.
2. The purpose of BA/BS requirements is (in part) to fill in gaps (as we perceive them) in the GenEd program.

3. The Foreign Language requirement for the BA is mandated by the state and is not part of this discussion.

4. BS degrees in general have very few if any electives; freeing up some credit hours for electives is desirable. BA degrees, on the other hand, have room for electives. In both cases, however, we view increased flexibility in a positive light, as it increases the opportunity for students to better fit their academic program to individual interests and strengths.
5. Rather than add or delete requirements haphazardly, the sub-committee agreed to start with no requirements (except the BA Foreign Language – see #3) and add requirements only if they could be justified, i.e., what is the value added to the degree if we include a given requirement? In many cases, the value added to the degree was to enforce breadth (see #1).
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)


These hours are in addition to the University General Education Program requirements. 

Foreign Language: 6 hours in a single foreign language at or above the 2000 level or equivalent. 

Fine Arts: If a course from the Fine Arts category is not taken to fulfill the General Education requirement in the Humanities/Fine Arts, then an additional course from the following list must be taken:

ART 1030, ARTH 2101, COMM 1851, DANC 1151, MUS 1030, 1040, THEA 1030

Mathematics: If MATH 1830 or 1910 is not taken to fulfill the General Education requirement in the Mathematics, then an additional course (not to repeat University General Education Program requirements) from the following list must be taken:

MATH 1420, 1530, 1710, 1720, 1730, PHIL 1611, or FIR 2220

Physical Sciences: If a course from the Physical Sciences category is not taken to fulfill the General Education requirement in the Natural Sciences, then an additional course (and its associated laboratory) from the following list must be taken:

CHEM 1010/1011, CHEM 1020/1021CHEM 1110/1111, ESCI 1010/1011, ESCI 1020/1021, ESCI 1040, PHYS 1010/1001, PHYS 1020/1002, PHYS 2010/2011, PHYS 2110/2111
Social /Behavioral Sciences: If courses from two different disciplines were not taken to fulfill the General Education requirement in Social/Behavioral Sciences, then an additional course from a different discipline must be taken from the following list:

ANTH 1100, ANTH 1200, COMM 1780, CSED 2101, ECON 2110, ECON 2120, ESCI 1301, ESCI 1401, JOUR 1700, POLS 1100, POLS 1301, POLS 1501, PSYC 1200, PSYC 3510, SOCI 1111, SOCI 2100, UNIV 2304
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) 

These hours are in addition to the University General Education Program requirements. 

Fine Arts: If a course from the Fine Arts category is not taken to fulfill the General Education requirement in the Humanities/Fine Arts, then an additional course from the following list must be taken:

ART 1030, ARTH 2101, COMM 1851, DANC 1151, MUS 1030, 1040, THEA 1030

Global Context: If a course from the Global Context category is not taken to fulfill the General Education requirement in the Humanities/Fine Arts or Social/Behavioral Sciences, then an additional course from the following list must be taken:

AAAS 2100 [this course was inadvertently omitted from the original version of the recommendation], ANTH 1200, POLS 1301, POLS 1501, UNHP 1101, UNHP 1102, ESCI 1301, ESCI 1401, HIST 1110, HIST 1120, JDST 2850, UNIV 2860, CJUS 2110, SOCI 2100, CSED 2101
