NOTES ON CAS UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE DISCUSSION OF THE BA/BS SUB-COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
The recommendation from the sub-committee was discussed at the College of Arts and Sciences Undergraduate Curriculum Committee meeting on Friday, April 18, 2007.  No action was taken on the proposal, since the information will first have to be shared with department chairs and with the entire faculty for feedback.  It should be noted that since the B.A. degree is shared by the College of Arts and Sciences and the College of Communication and Fine Arts, discussion of any proposal concerning the B.A. degree requirements will have to involve the appropriate faculty from both colleges.

The background for the committee’s recommendations can be found in a separate document, along with the actual recommendations.  The proposal was also shared by Assistant Dean Will Thompson with Patsy Krech, Director of Advising in the College of Arts and Sciences, and Mary Jones, the Graduation Analyst, for their input, since they deal with the requirements and related issues on a daily basis.

NOTES ON THE PROPOSED B.A. REQUIREMENTS
1. Foreign Language: as is stated in the sub-committee’s statement, the Foreign Language requirement is state-mandated, and was not part of the discussion.

2. Fine Arts: there was some question as to whether or not the courses listed should simply replicate those from Fine Arts found in the General Education list under the Humanities/Fine Arts category.

3. Mathematics: in this and other categories, it should be pointed out that the language used to describe the requirement is not final, and may undergo modification in order to be as precise and clear as possible.  There was some question about the inclusion of FIR 2220, which is a course offered in the College of Business and Economics.  The sub-committee included the course, although it is not clear if it is, in fact, appropriate.  In addition, the representative from the Department of Mathematical Sciences, Jim Campbell, was not able to attend the meeting, but forwarded some concerns to Will Thompson about the courses that would be appropriate in this category.
4. Physical Sciences: the name for this category may be inappropriate, not to mention confusing to students, many of whom do not know what is meant by “physical science.”  The language describing this requirement was based on the assumption that students can complete high school and a four-year degree having taking only Biology as a science.  It is not clear if this is in fact the case, and more investigation into this matter is necessary to ensure that the rationale is justified.  There is also some question as to whether or not it would be easier to simply require students to have completed coursework in two different sciences.
5. Social/Behavioral Sciences: as with the Fine Arts category, the fact that the list is identical to the General Education list was questioned.  There is perhaps a need to review the list and determine if other courses would be appropriate.

NOTES ON THE PROPOSED B.S. REQUIREMENTS
1. Several committee members questioned the elimination of the Foreign Language requirement for the B.S.  
2. Fine Arts: the same question as for #2 under the B.A. proposed requirements.

3. Global Context: there were several questions asked about this category.  How do we define “global context”?  Is the list definitive, or is more research necessary to determine if other courses are appropriate?  If the foreign language requirement is indeed no longer part of the B.S. degree, could foreign language courses be include in this category, and if so, at what level, and how many courses would students be required to take?

At the conclusion of the discussion, it was recommended that the Deans of the involved colleges initiate a process whereby faculty in each college would have the opportunity to be informed of the recommendations, have input into the process, and have a public forum for discussion of the proposal.

Will Thompson suggested that he would forward the document and the notes from the discussion to the Deans, appropriate chairs, and the committee members, with the hope that a full discussion of the proposal can resume early in the fall semester, so that a proposal, if agreed upon by the entire faculty, could be submitted to the University Undergraduate Council for consideration in Fall 2007.
